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family. We are in your corner. But we
also know that you are the one who has
to fight this; and friends sometimes
feel that, in a very unique way, it is a
helpless feeling.

As we think about you and pray for
you, and as a co-chairman of the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus, you probably
ought to expect that I am praying for
you, and I will. I am praying that God
will give you strength, patience, endur-
ance, and even a joy in the process of
what you are modeling to your family
as you go through this.

I know you are a tough guy. We have
had our verbal battles together all the
time, and I am not even going to admit
today that you may have won on a few
occasions. I know that you race cars,
and you race cars not to lose, and you
race cars to take that victory lap after
you went through the checker flag.
And right now we are expecting you to
race, to give it your absolute best, to
use all the resources necessary to con-
tinue on because your life is important
to your family, to your friends, and to
those of us who look on.

If we admit, though you are going
through a physical challenge that none
of us are going through right now, but
in the reality of life, none of us on the
floor right here now have any more
certainty about any longer time given
to us than you have. I might not make
it tomorrow. So it is important that we
buy up the day that we have. And my
prayers are that you are doing that in
the challenges that you face, Paul, in
the disappointments, in the discourage-
ments that come, and the dark hours
at night.

Yet there is someone. And I am not
saying this to you simply because I am
a preacher, even though I have gone to
the dark side. I am saying it to you be-
cause my relationship with the Savior
makes it possible for me to look to the
future, whatever that future means,
with hope, with certainty. The Jesus
who I hope is a spirit I exude to my col-
leagues, my friends, my neighbors, and
to you tonight, Paul, is the same one
who said: I come that you might have
life and have it abundantly.

He is the same one who came to die
for each of us and understands our
needs. He is the same one who said: I
am the resurrection and the life. He
that believes in me, though he die—and
we all will—yet shall he live. For who-
soever lives and believes in me shall
never abide in death.

That is an eternal thing. And, Paul,
you and I have talked about those spir-
itual things as well. Pull on to your
faith. You and Sherry pull on that
faith. Let it strengthen you. Let it en-
courage you. Let the loving, loving
Savior who gave himself for you and
me and everyone give you the strength
to battle on, to go on that racetrack of
challenge and whatever, to find a cer-
tainty that in Him there is an eternity,
there is an eternity that begins here
and now.

Paul, we love you. I love you. I will
be praying for you. I am counting on
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you to do everything you can. I am
counting on your family to be blessed
because of the example you are setting.
But I am also saying to you that we are
going to keep on supporting you. God
bless you, brother.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. WALBERG for those kind words.

Paul, I hope you know the strength
that we are sending you, all of us on
both sides of the aisle. We feel it, we
have been talking about you and Sher-
ry and the Kkids constantly. And we
hope that from our convening on you,
you feel that strength and the power to
fight back and beat this thing.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.
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REPUBLICANS ARE ADDRESSING
THE MAJOR CRISES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. GIMENEZ) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, during
our time tonight, my colleagues and I
will address the major crises happening
here at home and happening abroad.
Our message tonight will all have a
consistent theme: House Republicans
are leading the fight, whether it is pro-
tecting the Hyde amendment, taking
action to fix President Biden’s eco-
nomic crisis, or holding China account-
able for the COVID-19 coverup once and
for all.

On the last point, the time has come
for Congress to take seriously its job to
hold China accountable for their role in
the proliferation of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This pandemic has Kkilled over
600,000 Americans, ruined the American
economy, forced into closure many
people’s livelihoods, and destabilized
our way of life.

Just as we did in the aftermath of 9/
11 and in response to the Great Reces-
sion, Speaker PELOSI and her col-
leagues on her side of the aisle cannot
abdicate Congress’ constitutional re-
sponsibility to investigate the origins
of COVID-19 and the roles both the Chi-
nese Communist Party and the World
Health Organization played in pre-
venting an expeditious global response.

A March 2020 report by the Univer-
sity of Southampton found that if
interventions in China could have been
conducted 1, 2, or 3 weeks earlier, then
cases could have been reduced by 66
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percent, 86 percent, and 95 percent, re-
spectively. That is inexcusable.

Luckily for the American people, Re-
publican Leader KEVIN MCCARTHY and
House Republicans have a plan to hold
China accountable and ensure an atroc-
ity such as the CCP virus never hap-
pens again.

The American people deserve trans-
parency. That is why Congress must
declassify information related to the
origins of COVID-19. Yes, that includes
any report that comes from President
Biden’s recent requests.

For far too long, the government has
allowed individuals with known ties to
the CCP or Chinese state-owned enter-
prises to benefit from American re-
search and innovation. That is why we
must continue to pursue policies that
curb any gains made by the Chinese
Communist Party.

It is also time for Congress to pro-
hibit the National Institutes of Health
or any entity that receives grants and
funding from NIH from conducting re-
search or spending resources on re-
search with malicious foreign actors.
This includes China. Our taxpayer dol-
lars should not be going into arming
our adversaries.

Foreign policy is a crucial element in
holding China accountable. Congress
must compel the administration to flex
its foreign policy posture and reform
the World Health Organization. As
more information comes forward, it is
evident that the WHO was complicit in
China’s coverup of the exploding pan-
demic. Their negligence is directly re-
sponsible for the loss of millions of
lives. We need trusted actors such as
Taiwan to form part of the organiza-
tion.

In keeping in line with a tough for-
eign policy stance, Congress must im-
plement a new round of tough and de-
liberate sanctions on anyone—whether
they are Chinese nationals with ties to
the CPP or high-level executives at the
World Health Organization—who will-
fully participated in the coverup of the
COVID-19 pandemic and helped prevent
a robust global response. Millions of
lives are on their hands.

Another tool at our disposal is for
Congress to pass the resolution intro-
duced by my Florida colleague, Con-
gressman MICHAEL WALTZ, and Senator
RICK ScoTT to prevent Beijing from
hosting the Winter Olympics.

Finally, we need to allow them to sue
the Chinese Communist Party and any
CCP official who participated in the
coverup that killed over half a million
Americans. They deserve no sovereign
immunity.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to do
our jobs and join Leader MCCARTHY and
the House Republicans in holding
China accountable, holding our adver-
saries accountable, and ensuring an
atrocity such as this never happens
again.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to intro-
duce the Congressman from Texas,
Congressman VAN TAYLOR. Congress-
man VAN TAYLOR is a decorated Iraq
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War veteran and an important member
of the Financial Services Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. TAYLOR).

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Florida’s 26th Dis-
trict for yielding.

On the heels of a global pandemic,
which crippled small businesses and
hurt workers, President Biden has of-
fered a budget that doesn’t address the
problems that we so desperately con-
front as Americans.

There is not any additional funding
for border security at a time right now
when our border is in crisis, despite the
fact that this budget has the highest
sustained tax burden and is the largest
budget ever in the history of this coun-
try. It is the largest budget to ever be
before this body.

The prescription in that budget is ex-
actly the opposite of where we need to
be going. As our economy comes out of
the fits and starts of recovering from
COVID, this threatens to overheat even
further our economy.

We know our economy is overheated.
Let me give you a couple of examples.

Since May 2020, home prices have in-
creased by almost 13 percent. Used car
and truck prices are up over 20 percent.
Lumber prices are up over 300 percent.
Cold rolled steel has gone from $630 a
ton to $1,450 a ton.

Our economy is overheated. The last
thing we need is the massive $565 tril-
lion of taxes and spending that is in
the budget today in front of this body.
You heard me correctly, Mr. Speaker,
$65 trillion directly from the pockets of
Americans who are already struggling
to pay these higher gas prices and to
pay for higher prices for groceries. This
is all a result of President Biden’s mis-
guided fiscal policies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Democrat
colleagues to please reconsider your
support for Biden’s broken budgeting
methods. In the great State of Texas,
small businesses and families live with-
in their means. We must do the same.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my esteemed colleague from Texas for
his great words.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from the 22nd District of Texas (Mr.
NEHLS), who is a veteran law enforce-
ment officer.

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to highlight some of the stated
goals of the INVEST in America Act.

The INVEST in America Act creates
and sustains good-paying jobs, restores
global competitiveness, tackles cli-
mate change, modernizes infrastruc-
ture, and spurs long-term economic
growth.

These are laudable goals that most if
not all of us here support. However,
Mr. Speaker, when you focus on the
rail title, the INVEST in America Act
misses on all of those marks and, in
fact, has the potential to turn back the
clocks on our envy-of-the-world freight
rail system.

Freight railroads provide excellent,
high-paying jobs, with a Class 1 freight
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employee’s compensation
$132,000 per year.

On competitiveness, the freight rail
industry met the demands of our Na-
tion during the pandemic by never
closing and continually moving the
goods we needed to preserve public
health. They did all of it, I might add,
without asking for any bailout money.

On the environment, freight railroads
are also the most fuel-efficient way to
move freight over land. On average,
railroads move 1 ton of freight more
than 480 miles on 1 gallon of fuel.

On modern infrastructure, unlike the
rest of our Nation’s transportation sys-
tem, our freight rail system receives
the highest grade from the civil engi-
neers for their infrastructure, a B.

On economic opportunity, freight
rail’s economic impact in 2017 alone
manifested itself in over 1.1 million
jobs, $219 billion in economic output,
$71 billion in wages, and nearly $26 bil-
lion in total tax revenues.

The freight railroads can meet all of
these goals because the railroads, not
the American taxpayers, spend the $25
billion annually needed to improve and
maintain their infrastructure. Private
companies are simply better custodians
of infrastructure networks than the
Federal Government, and we should be
utilizing that simple reality, not be-
moaning it.

While President Biden, Secretary
Buttigieg, and Chairman DEFAZIO regu-
larly profess their love for trains, the
truth is that it only extends to the
highly subsidized passenger version.

The INVEST in America Act spends
almost $100 billion on Amtrak. Amtrak
ridership was already collapsing out-
side of the Northeast Corridor before
COVID. Where passenger rail makes
sense, private companies like Virgin
Trains are building new passenger
lines.

The rail title couldn’t include provi-
sions to accelerate the deployment of
new safety technologies on freight rail
but ensures that French toast will be
served on every Amtrak train. It does
nothing to expand freight rail service
by moving new and in-demand products
like liquefied natural gas but will pay
to roll empty Amtrak trains through
new parts of the country.

If Amtrak is so good and deserves an
850 percent funding increase from the
previous rail title, I challenge everyone
voting for the INVEST in America Act
to use Amtrak instead of an airline the
next time you need to head from your
district to the Capitol.

This rail title is too expensive, too
damaging to the economy, and too par-
tisan to pass. However, it is not too
late to work together.

I introduced an amendment to the
Rules Committee to strike the entire
rail title. The base text is simply too
flawed to fix, and we must do better.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to introduce the Congressman
from California, MIKE GARcIA. Con-
gressman GARCIA flew over 30 combat
missions during Operation Iraqi Free-
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dom as a naval aviator. We thank him
for his service.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to call on Con-
gress and the Biden administration to
hold China accountable for its role in
the COVID-19 pandemic. The evidence
suggests that this virus, like too many
other things in the world, was made in
China.

Despite the growing evidence sur-
rounding China’s lack of transparency
and mishandling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, House Democrats continue to
stonewall Republican efforts to inves-
tigate the origins of COVID-19. Repub-
licans have made numerous calls for
the need to investigate the origins of
COVID and hold China accountable,
but the majority has yet to hold a sin-
gle hearing on it.

This is shameful. Americans deserve
transparency, and they deserve an-
swers. We must hold China accountable
for its coverup of this deadly virus that
has taken the lives of 3.8 million hu-
mans worldwide, including 600,000
American lives.

Under the Trump administration, we
had an investigation in place to inves-
tigate the origins of COVID-19, but
that necessary investigation was ended
by this Biden administration. Instead
of holding our adversaries accountable,
the current administration is bowing
down to them. They have chosen a
strategy of appeasement rather than
accountability.

If America wants to remain a leader
on the global stage and if we want to
remain a safe and secure nation, then
we must hold China and other adver-
saries absolutely accountable.

My Republican colleagues and I stand
ready to work across the aisle to de-
liver the transparency and answers
that Americans deserve. I hope that
our colleagues across the aisle will join
us in our efforts.

O 1830

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, GLENN
GROTHMAN from Wisconsin is an experi-
enced legislator in Wisconsin and a
United States Congressman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN).

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

As we turn on the news every night
and we think again and again about all
of the changes to America that have
happened in the last 4 months, it is so
easy to just focus on the border or
focus on the inflation or focus on the
constant drumbeat that America is a
horrible, racist nation. And by doing
so, we forget the huge changes we have
had in American law and American
funding that affect the number of abor-
tions that happen not only in the
United States, but around the world.

It is hard to believe that throughout
most of this country’s history, even be-
fore ultrasounds were invented, the
consensus in this country was that
abortion was horrific; it was murder.
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What have we done in the last few
months?

First of all, we have repealed the
Mexico City policy so that funds are
once again going to organizations
abroad that don’t directly but indi-
rectly fund abortions.

Secondly, we have overturned Presi-
dent Trump’s Protect Life rule, which
will reopen Title X Family Planning
funding for Planned Parenthood. We
believe that under this, Planned Par-
enthood has received $60 million a
year, which not only, in part, goes to
fund abortions, but also goes to fund an
organization that is designed to en-
courage or change America’s tradi-
tional dislike of abortion.

We are restoring funding to the U.N.
Population Fund, which supported Chi-
na’s birth limit law, and is also pros-
elytizing for abortion.

In the latest attack on unborn babies
and pro-life Americans, President
Biden released a fiscal year 2022 budget
that removes the Hyde amendment, the
longstanding provision that prohibits
Federal funding of abortions.

We don’t believe this is what Ameri-
cans want. The vast majority of Ameri-
cans do not support taxpayer funding
of abortion. So much for the unity that
President Biden promised us.

There is, over time, more and more
scientific literature that demonstrates
unborn babies can feel pain at a very
earlier gestational age, at the 15-week-
old gestational age. So much for
science. This is pro-abortion extre-
mism. We can start by making the
Hyde amendment permanent by pass-
ing H.R. 18, the No Taxpayer Funding
for Abortion Act.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
couldn’t agree more with the gen-
tleman about the Hyde amendment. I
think the majority of Americans
couldn’t agree with the gentleman
more about the Hyde amendment. We
need to maintain that the majority of
Americans do not want to fund tax-
payer-funded abortions.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman JOHN
ROSE from Tennessee is an eighth-gen-
eration farmer and a key member of
the Financial Services Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. ROSE).

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank Rep-
resentative GIMENEZ for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise before you to-
night to speak on behalf of those who
cannot speak for themselves. The right
to life is one of the founding principles
of our Nation. Every human being born
or unborn is entitled to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Our government was created to se-
cure these rights without exception,
not to take them away. Yet, today, we
see this right under attack as the
Biden administration continues their
war on the unborn by seeking to re-
move the Hyde amendment, a long-
standing pro-life protection that has
saved 2.5 million lives from abortion
since 1976.

As a father of two sons, Guy and
Sam, I have been blessed to watch
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them grow from a tiny dot on a med-
ical monitor to the strong and healthy
boys they are today. When I look at my
sons, I am crestfallen for the millions
and millions of children whose lives
have been cruelly taken right as they
were beginning.

Not too long ago, President Joe
Biden stated: ‘“Those of us who are op-
posed to abortion should not be com-
pelled to pay for it.”

But this proposed budget fails to in-
clude the Hyde amendment, making it
clear that President Biden does not
value life. Before coming to Wash-
ington, I vowed to be unapologetically
pro-life.

I stand before you tonight because I,
along with most of my fellow Ten-
nesseans, disagree with this adminis-
tration and believe taxpayer dollars
should never be used to fund abortions.

Societies are measured by how they
treat their most vulnerable. That in-
cludes the unborn. This is why it sick-
ens me to see the Biden administra-
tion’s intention to use the power of the
Federal Government to force us to sup-
port and fund organizations that per-
form abortions.

I thank God for the miracle that is
life, and I will work to secure a chance
at life for every unborn baby so that we
may hear their voice, see their poten-
tial, and give them the same basic op-
portunity at living that we have se-
cured and received ourselves.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments.

Congressman GLENN THOMPSON from
Pennsylvania is the ranking member of
the Agriculture Committee. Mr.
THOMPSON and I share a common expe-
rience as former firefighters.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), a
Congressman and a former firefighter.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I thank my brother fire-
fighter for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address
the importance of the Hyde amend-
ment.

In the Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Jefferson penned three
unalienable rights: life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

As Members of Congress, it is our job
to uphold those rights, and that can
start with protecting the Hyde amend-
ment. For over 40 years, the Hyde
amendment has maintained bipartisan
support and passed through Congress.
Even President Joe Biden, then-Sen-
ator Joe Biden, supported this amend-
ment.

The Hyde amendment ensures that
Americans are not forced to pay for
abortions with their tax dollars. But
this year, the Hyde amendment is
under attack. The current administra-
tion budget proposal calls for the Hyde
amendment to be removed from the fis-
cal year 2022 budget. This is radical,
even for Democrats.

The Hyde amendment saves lives.
Since its original introduction, nearly
2.5 million lives have been saved from
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abortion. With nearly 60 percent of
Americans agreeing that taxpayer dol-
lars should not be used to fund abor-
tions, we must keep the Hyde amend-
ment in the fiscal year 2022 budget and
beyond.

For these reasons, I am proud to be
an original cosponsor of H.R. 18, the No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.
This bill would make the Hyde amend-
ment permanent and governmentwide.
Mr. Speaker, we know life begins at
conception. That is why we must stand
up and continue to fight for the un-
born.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. THOMPSON for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman SCOTT
PERRY from Pennsylvania retired as a
brigadier general in the Army and now
represents the people of Pennsylvania’s
10th District. I thank the gentleman
for his service.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY).

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. GIMENEZ for being here and invit-
ing us.

Over the past year and a half, the
American people have endured a na-
tionwide pandemic and its impact on
every aspect of all of our lives. More
than 600,000 Americans have died, and
their families have suffered the im-
measurable grief of that. This was all
preventable.

The Communist Party is directly re-
sponsible. I don’t know why we can’t
say it. I don’t know why we can’t look
into it. Our economy was devastated
and lives were crushed; things that can
never be gotten back. People lost jobs.
People lost their dreams. It can’t be
gotten back.

It is going to take our economy years
to rebuild. Americans want answers
and they deserve answers. I don’t un-
derstand why the majority party here
doesn’t want to investigate this. They
want to investigate everything else,
but they are not interested in this.

Let me tell you what we know. In No-
vember of 2019, scientists at the Wuhan
Institute of Virology came down with a
sickness consistent with COVID-19. We
know that the World Health Organiza-
tion’s initial report—and I say initial
because it was so politically charged,
they had to come up with another
one—China maintained sole authority
of those investigating it.

Oh, by the way, 60 of the people who
were investigating it weren’t sci-
entists. Somehow we trust them, but
we can’t have our own investigations.
The Chinese Communist Party is
guilty of obstruction of evidence. It is
clear. It is clear.

Now, while the majority has denied
calls for an investigation, continuing
the cult of fear—and let me talk to you
about the cult of fear. Remember when
touching a doorknob was supposed to
give you the virus?

You couldn’t shake hands. You had
to buy as much toilet paper and water
as you could because you couldn’t go to
the store. You couldn’t visit your loved
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ones. And heaven forbid your kids go to
school. And even today, when we want
our kids to go to school, we are told we
are terrorists and science deniers.

Let’s stop the cult of fear. Let’s stop
it. Let’s get the majority party, let’s
beseech the majority party to open an
investigation because the American
people deserve to know the origins of
this virus.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congressman for his comments. I
couldn’t agree with him more. My
opening statements were about China
and their complicity, and we do need to
investigate China and the World Health
Organization and find out what did
they know and when did they know it.
Again, as I said, if we had known about
this 1, 2, or 3 weeks earlier, we could
have saved an incredible number of
lives.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman MICHAEL
CLOUD represents the 13th District of
Texas and is the only Texas Republican
on the Agriculture Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CLOUD).

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate being here, and I thank the gen-
tleman for leading this. This is such an
important topic.

We have seen ourselves in the last
year and a half go from the greatest
economy the world has ever seen to
very perilous times for the American
people.

Some of it not of our choosing; some
of it, unfortunately, of our choosing.
About a year and a half ago I would
ask in virtually every meeting I went
to in my district throughout Texas, I
would ask every industry: What is your
biggest problem right now?

And they would tell us: We can’t find
enough people.

Now, the reason was very different a
year and a half ago than it is today. I
get the same answer, but for very dif-
ferent reasons. A year and a half ago
the economy was doing so good. Busi-
nesses were booming. We were hiring.
Wages were growing across every de-
mographic. Now it is because we are
paying people to stay home.

This is an attack against the Amer-
ican worker, against the American
economy, against the American work
ethic that took us from struggling
Colonies to an amazing, amazing influ-
ence on the world stage, to the greatest
economy ever in all of humanity.

Now, what is really troubling is to
see the attack against the American
worker that this administration has
chosen to pick out, certain industries
that were very strong for us, particu-
larly the energy industry. We have
seen pipelines shut down here, while
pipelines are encouraged to be built in
our adversarial nations. We have seen
this push toward green energy so that
we can buy solar panels from China,
while China continues to build hun-
dreds of coal power plants.

So this, obviously, isn’t about the en-
vironment. This is about destabilizing
the economy here at home, while we
empower adversarial nations abroad.
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Recently, I was at the border. And we
funded border infrastructure in the last
administration. But now we have
stopped it, even though the contract is
already signed, and we won’t even con-
tinue the contracts enough to plug in
the lights that are already built at the
border.

What is going on at the border is
wreaking havoc on communities
throughout our States and throughout
this Nation.

We talk also about China and the
devastating impact they have had on
the coronavirus. We need to investigate
that. This administration needs to step
up and investigate that. There was
some talk some time ago about how
Fauci had sent money to the Wuhan
lab and whether or not that was fund-
ing gain-of-function research or not.

Whether or not it was, what in the
world are we doing sending money to a
Wuhan lab when China is the number
one thief?

They steal more intellectual prop-
erty than any other nation-state from
us.

We can make America work. America
works when we support the American
worker. Let’s get back to doing that.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman CLOUD for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman JOHN
JOYCE of Pennsylvania is part of the
Doctors Caucus and has worked with
the U.S. Navy at Naval Hospital Ports-
mouth in Virginia during Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm. I
thank the gentleman for his service.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, my commitment to life is
rooted in the unequivocal truth that
every person is created in the image
and likeness of God. As a father and a
grandfather, I can tell you that there is
no greater gift than new life.

As a doctor, I can tell you that
science confirms what we have known
for centuries. Every unborn child is a
person deserving of fundamental
rights. During the span of my own
medical career, I have witnessed re-
markable innovation. With today’s
technology, there can be no doubt that
a child in the womb is a living person.

Despite this evidence, Democrats are
mounting unprecedented attacks on
pro-life protections. First, President
Biden repealed the Mexico City policy.
Then House Democrats blocked the
Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act. Now they are attempting to
repeal the Hyde amendment, which
bans Federal funds from being used to
pay for abortion services.
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Since 1976, this key protection has
been attached to all legislation passed
in Congress, preventing American tax-
payers from funding abortion against
their will.

It is wholly reprehensible to require
pro-life Americans to pay for abortion
against their conscience. As Congress
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considers appropriations legislation, I
urge my colleagues to dispense with
their attack on the longstanding Hyde
amendment.

To uphold the dignity of human life,
we must preserve this protection. It is
simple: The Hyde amendment saves
lives.

Despite the challenges ahead, we
must persevere in this fight. As we
read in Romans 12: ‘“Do not be over-
come by evil, but overcome evil with
good.”

Our enduring commitment to protect
image-bearers and defend the sanctity
of human life will prevail.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, who
would know better about protecting
life and saving life than the good doc-
tor from Pennsylvania and my col-
league, Congressman JOHN JOYCE.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), who has led
a distinguished career in business and
public service and serves as a member
of the Financial Services Committee.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend and appreciate him calling us to-
gether tonight to talk about the mis-
takes that President Biden is making,
the crises that his policies are brewing
across a number of areas.

Tonight, I rise, Mr. Speaker, to ad-
dress the state of our economic future.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Congress came together last
year on a bipartisan basis and targeted
relief to provide for families and hard-
working Americans.

Now, as vaccines are distributed and
Americans are returning to work, the
Biden administration is spending an
unprecedented amount of money in an
untargeted way. Six trillion dollars,
Mr. Speaker, and $6 trillion of deficits
for 10 years to come. They are funding
a manic, untargeted wish list that, in
my view, is going to impoverish our
kids and grandkids and contribute to
too many dollars chasing too few
goods.

When you combine this fiscal policy
with the Federal Reserve buying of $120
billion of Government debt every
month, you are brewing inflation, Mr.
Speaker. In my view, inflation is just a
tax on hardworking Americans trying
to save for retirement, trying to save
money for kids in college, trying to
buy the necessities of gas, food, build a
new home, add onto a home; and this
inflation is a tax on working Ameri-
cans. Joe Biden and his illiterate eco-
nomic policy, both in monetary policy
and fiscal policy, are contributors.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have a bet-
ter way. We have a better way to tar-
get spending, balance our budget, and
not impoverish our kids and grandkids.
If Republicans take this House back,
Mr. Speaker, we will get our economic
house in order.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. MEUSER), who comes from a fam-
ily dedicated to public service. He
serves as a member of the Veterans® Af-
fairs Committee and the Education and
Labor Committee.
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Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, we are
here with over 600,000 American fatali-
ties from the COVID virus.

Anyone who referred to the COVID
virus as the China virus, or originating
in Wuhan, has been somewhat ridiculed
along the way. Yet, the evidence con-
tinues to mount that the origins of the
virus were certainly from Wuhan and
very likely from the Wuhan virology
lab.

Leader MCCARTHY recently put out
eight pillars of action, an action plan,
for what we, in a bipartisan manner, as
Americans, should mandate, should re-
quire, should pursue.

The first, number one, is declassifica-
tion of intelligence; bringing trans-
parency to U.S. intelligence about
what China knew about the virus,
about its origins, and when they knew
it.

Number two, prohibit the dangerous
gain of function research in and with
China.

Number three, prohibition on the Na-
tional Institutes of Health that are
funding adversarial foreign govern-
ments. We need to ensure American tax
dollars don’t fund foreign governments
intent on harming the U.S. and our al-
lies.

Number four, an overhaul of the
World Health Organization and coun-
terintelligence investigation. Trans-
parency and clear understanding of the
inner workings of the World Health Or-
ganization is what Americans and the
world are demanding.

Number five, utilizing existing au-
thorities to perform investigations and
launch independent investigations of
COVID’s origins.

Number six, visa restrictions and
sanctions on any agency or individual
who there is evidence to show was in-
volved in any form of coverup or mis-
leading of the general public when it
comes to COVID’s origins.

Number seven, yes, waive Chinese
sovereign immunity; allow families of
COVID victims to sue China for any
damages.

And, unless the above is met, we relo-
cate the 2022 Olympics from China. The
world cannot gather in China for peace-
ful games when we have strong evi-
dence to believe that this virus origi-
nated in Wuhan and was covered up.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my colleague from Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th District for those strong
words and strong ideas on why we need
to hold the people accountable who un-
leashed this horrific virus on the
United States and the world at large.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER),
who is a farmer, a business manager,
and a member of the Agriculture Com-
mittee and Education and Labor Com-
mittee.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, the Biden administration is pro-
moting its American Jobs Plan as an
infrastructure proposal. In reality, it is
just a tax-and-spend package that has
little to do with actual infrastructure.
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We can all agree that the Nation’s in-
frastructure is a key component to a
well-functioning economy. However,
Democrats are disguising a liberal wish
list of big government programs as in-
frastructure.

Of the $2.25 trillion in total spending,
only 5 percent is going to go toward
traditional road infrastructure
projects.

The Biden administration is labeling
everything they propose as infrastruc-
ture in an attempt to deceive the
American people into thinking that
they are talking about roads and
bridges.

Our constituents deserve an honest
accounting of what Congress proposes
to do with their hard-earned tax dol-
lars.

President Biden’s infrastructure plan
is not about infrastructure; it is about
growing the size and power of the Fed-
eral Government.

This plan is fiscally irresponsible,
and it adds to the massive debt burden
that we are leaving our children and
grandchildren. We should mourn over
what we are leaving our children and

grandchildren.
The American people deserve better.
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1

couldn’t agree with the Congress-
woman more. As a father and a grand-
father, it is atrocious, the debt that we
are going to be leaving our children
and our grandchildren. We are stealing
their future. They will not have the
money that they need to provide for
their programs and their infrastructure
that they are going to need to fund in
the future. That is one of the reasons
why I wholeheartedly agree with her.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. MANN), who is a fifth
generation Kansan and proudly serves
on the Agriculture Committee and Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. He rep-
resents Kansas’ First District.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss winners and losers under Presi-
dent Biden’s policies.

When I was a kid playing eight-man
football for the Quinter Bulldogs in
rural Kansas, there wasn’t much room
for debate on the winners and losers of
the game. You either won or you
didn’t. You either scored more touch-
downs, more 2-point conversions, and
got more tackles than the other team,
or you didn’t. Plain and simple.

The same is true with America
today. President Biden’s progressive
policies make for very clear winners
and very clear losers. Consider these
three examples:

Winner number one:
China. Loser: America.

On January 31, 2020, America re-
ceived warning that the coronavirus
had possibly been engineered in the
Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan,
China. In late 2020, America began in-
vestigating the link between the spread
of the coronavirus and the Wuhan lab.
In one of his first acts as President,
Joe Biden prematurely ended the inves-
tigation into the Wuhan lab.

Communist
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Now, with new, insurmountable evi-
dence that the coronavirus could have
been engineered in the Wuhan lab,
President Biden and Speaker NANCY
PELOSI refuse to investigate the origins
of COVID-19 even with overwhelming
support for an investigation. On top of
that, President Biden refuses to stop
American taxpayer-funded research at
that very Wuhan lab.

It has been more than a year since
the pandemic shut down the country.
Today, nationwide, coronavirus cases
have dramatically decreased. America
is finally getting back to normal. Busi-
nesses across the country are ready to
reopen and welcome back customers.
Unfortunately, President Biden’s
bonus, the new monthly unemployment
checks being distributed on top of the
already existing unemployment
checks, is paying a premium for work-
ers to remain at home rather than find-
ing work. The data doesn’t lie. There
are nearly 8 million job openings in
America right now, a new record. I
have heard from countless small busi-
ness owners in the Big First who cite
the Biden bonus as the reason they
cannot find workers and completely re-
open.

While Communist China covers up
COVID-19, President Biden is denying
science, keeping people unemployed,
and hurting America’s prosperity.
Under President Biden’s policies,
America loses.

Winner two:
Loser: America.

President Biden created a full-scale
crisis at our southern border. He prom-
ised outright citizenship to more than
11 million illegal immigrants, placed a
moratorium on deportations, and halt-
ed border wall construction.

These lax policies lure drug cartels,
who in turn make hundreds of millions
of dollars exploiting children. The car-
tels will even throw migrant children
in the Rio Grande as a distraction, to
avoid being apprehended. The daily av-
erage of unaccompanied minors cross-
ing the southern border has sky-
rocketed since President Biden took of-
fice.

These policies also create chaos for
Americans living near the border.
American farmers and ranchers on the
border are forced to check their live-
stock in the daylight, as it is too dan-
gerous for them to leave their homes at
night. American families are keeping
their kids indoors at all hours of the
day. American law enforcement offi-
cers and Border Patrol are overworked
and shorthanded.

Meanwhile, President Biden and Vice
President Harris have yet to visit the
border and refuse to secure our country
and enforce immigration laws. Under

The Mexican cartels.

President Biden’s policies, America
loses.

Winner three: Socialism. Loser:
America.

Just a few weeks ago, later than any
other President in a transition year,
President Biden released his $6 trillion
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budget. The budget is the most egre-
gious, most shortsighted, and costliest
budget America has ever seen.

President Biden’s budget is a progres-
sive wish list in disguise. He wants us
funding the Green New Deal, spending
$174 billion on subsidies to the electric
car market and $40 billion to retrain
employees who lost their jobs after he
blocked the Keystone Pipeline, all in
an attempt to replace the oil and gas
industry. He wants $63.5 billion for
international spending, but none for
America’s longtime ally, Israel, clearly
bowing to Democrats on their record of
anti-Semitic language and slurs. And
he refuses to protect our dollars from
being spent on abortions, removing a
pro-life protection that 77 percent of
Americans support and a protection
even Biden supported for years before
his Presidential campaign.

While socialists are pleased with
Biden’s latest spending spree, the eco-
nomic disaster to follow will cripple
American families’ purchasing power
and leave future generations with the
crushing burden of the national debt.
Under President Biden’s policies,
America loses.

Sadly, the greatest loser in all of this
is our freedom, the freedom to open our
businesses and make a living when we
choose, the freedom to own land with-
out the fear of a land grab, the freedom
for law-abiding Americans to own and
use firearms, the freedom to live out
our faith without being persecuted by
the government, the freedom to speak
freely on college campuses, and the
freedom to win.

Our Founding Fathers ensured that
these freedoms do not flow from a Kking,
another country, or government, and
they never will. Under freedom, Amer-
ica always wins.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
CARL), who is a successful small busi-
ness owner and a valued member of the
Armed Services Committee and Nat-
ural Resources Committee.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr.
GIMENEZ for overseeing this and calling
us together.

Mr. Speaker, let’s not forget what we
have gone through in the last year and
a half.

In the last year and a half, person-
ally, I have seen a campaign that we
have had to run while talking through
doors. We had campaigns that were vir-
tually unheard of in the past.

Those of us that did win, when we
came to Washington, we were all treat-
ed equally, but we were treated like a
disease. We were locked down in a
hotel; our food was slipped to us
through a plastic cover, in a paper bag;
and that is the way we lived for a week
through orientation.

O 1900

I am not blaming anyone. We had no
idea what was going on. We all lived in
fear. We all worried about this. But we
are Americans and we are tough. We
are tough. So we have made it. We have
made it so far.
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The changes we have seen, the birth-
days that we have missed, the parents
that we have seen that have passed
away without us being there with
them, I mean, we have all lived
through this. We have got to reach
across the aisle, and we have got to get
America answers, answers to where
this pandemic actually started. I en-
courage everyone to do that.

Millions have lost jobs and necessary
incomes while countless others lost
loved ones to the virus. Meanwhile, the
American public is constantly being
misled over the origins of the spread of
this COVID-19.

First, we need to declassify all infor-
mation related to the origins of
COVID-19. Then we need to prohibit
the National Institutes of Health from
giving funds to irresponsible foreign
governments, like China. And, finally,
we need to investigate the Chinese
Communist Party’s role in the origin
and the spread of this virus.

The evidence is clear that the Chi-
nese Communist Party intentionally
hid information and lied about the
truth about this virus. It is time for
answers, and it is time for us to hold
them accountable for the spread of this
horrific pandemic. The American peo-
ple and the whole world deserves to
know the truth.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to stop, hesitate, and let’s
work together on this. Let’s join to-
gether and find out the truth and pre-
vent something like this from hap-
pening again. It is very important to
this country and this Nation.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BABIN), who represents Texags’ 36th Dis-
trict. He is a lifelong resident of east
Texas and my colleague on the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee and the Science, Space, and
Technology Committee.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
good friend from Florida, a former
mayor, for yielding. I am a former
mayor myself.

Mr. Speaker, every single action that
the Chinese Communist Party takes
leaves me with no doubt that they are
not friends of ours. For years, Beijing
has stolen American intelligence, tech-
nology, and intellectual property in
their relentless pursuit to supersede us
as the number one superpower in the
world.

So it should come as no surprise to
anyone that more than a year after
COVID-19 magically manifested itself
and escaped China and took the world
by storm, killing millions, we are still
asking ourselves: How did it happen? Is
there something that China is not tell-
ing us?

The simple answer is yes, there is
plenty that the CCP is not telling us.
We can’t even begin to solve the ques-
tion of how this happened until we
start a formal investigation.

Unfortunately, it is not just the CCP
who refuses to allow a transparent and
thorough investigation into the
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pandemic’s origins. It is also my col-
leagues across the aisle. After all, se-
crecy and diversion seem to be a stand-
ard practice for both the Democrat
Party and Beijing.

Why are the Democrats refusing to
allocate resources so that we can solve
the problems and questions sur-
rounding something this major?

They are perfectly happy to spend
$1.9 billion of Americans’ hard-earned
tax dollars for security upgrades to the
Capitol complex due to the events of
January 6, where one person died, but
cannot be bothered to spend a dime to
investigate how 600,000 Americans died.

There is mounting evidence that the
COVID-19 pandemic started in a Chi-
nese laboratory and that the Chinese
Communist Party covered it up.

Don’t the more than 33 million Amer-
icans who have been infected with
COVID and the loved ones of the more
than 600,000 Americans who passed
away from it deserve an explanation?

To blindly just believe that this glob-
al pandemic started from a bat in a wet
market in the very same city where ge-
netic analyses of coronaviruses are
done at the Wuhan Institute of Virol-
ogy without doing any sort of an inves-
tigation is a dereliction of our duty. It
is inexcusable and downright ignorant.

This administration and this Con-
gress must hold the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s feet to the fire and give
us some answers. We deserve the truth.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
FRANKLIN), my friend and colleague. He
has served as a naval aviator in the
U.S. Navy for 26 years. I thank him for
his service.

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, because of its great
weather, beautiful beaches, and low
taxes, a friend who once served as my
Congressman liked to say that, for
many around the country, Florida is
the reward for a life well lived.

As liberal States continue to run
their governments into the ground and
the pandemic has accelerated our abil-
ity to work remotely, it is no longer
just retirees who are moving to the
Sunshine State in droves. In fact, near-
ly 330,000 have relocated there in the
past year alone.

With its strategic location along cen-
tral Florida’s I-4 corridor, Florida’s
15th Congressional District is one of
the fastest growing areas in the coun-
try. Our current transportation infra-
structure is already inadequate. It is a
problem that will only accelerate going
forward unless we act now. I am sure
many communities across the country
can relate.

Both sides of the aisle can agree that
our Nation’s highways, airports, water
infrastructure, ports, and broadband
networks are the arteries of our na-
tional commerce and worthy invest-
ments of taxpayer money.

The good news is Republicans are
taking the lead to meet these infra-
structure needs. First, we are pro-
posing a major overhaul of our Federal
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project review and permitting proc-
esses. When I formerly served on the
board of the Transportation Planning
Organization in my home district, we
routinely had critical needs that wait-
ed years for funding. Some of those
have still not been funded. So speeding
up that process is a critical first step.

We are also proposing a $460 billion
framework that will make crucial in-
vestments in our Nation’s transpor-
tation system, water infrastructure,
and broadband networks. This frame-
work represents an investment in the
real infrastructure Americans need,
not bizarre reinterpretations of infra-
structure or partisan pet projects.

Congress has talked about infrastruc-
ture investment for years. It is time to
put words into action. I hope the Presi-
dent will continue to listen to voices
on both sides of the aisle to enact a bi-
partisan solution that our country so
desperately needs.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Tennessee
(Mrs. HARSHBARGER). She has been a
successful pharmacist and business
owner for over three decades.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak about the impor-
tant need for an investigation into Chi-
na’s role in the origin of COVID-19.

More than 600,000 Americans and 3.8
million people have died worldwide
from the virus, and now it is becoming
more evident than ever that the virus
may have originated from a leak at the
Wuhan Institute of Virology.

It is also clear that China withheld
critical information at the beginning
of the pandemic to cover up how deadly
the virus could become. We have de-
manded an investigation to find out
what Chinese Communist Party leaders
knew and when they knew it. My col-
leagues from across the aisle have
blocked our attempts.

Millions have died and countless oth-
ers have suffered from the economic ef-
fects of the pandemic. The American
people deserve answers as to how the
outbreak originated, and the Chinese
Communist Party must be held ac-
countable if they are responsible for
the outbreak and its global spread.

The bottom line is this: China lied
and people did die. We need an inves-
tigation now.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WITTMAN). He is an experienced govern-
ment official. We share a common
background in local government, hav-
ing both served as mayors.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, over 3.8
million people across the world have
died from COVID-19, over 600,000 Amer-
icans have died. We deserve to know
how the COVID-19 pandemic began.

There is mounting evidence to show
that the Wuhan Institute of Virology is
a probable source of that. If we look at
the assertions by China to say that this
was transmitted naturally from a bat
through a wet market, things just
don’t add up.

If we look at the information we have
gotten from our intelligence commu-
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nities, if we look at what we have seen
to this point across the whole spec-
trum, we deserve to know exactly what
has happened.

If we want to uncover the truth be-
hind COVID-19, if we are serious about
preventing future pandemics, if we are
serious about holding China account-
able, then I believe we need to do ev-
erything we can to follow the science.

By profession and by education, I am
a biologist. In fact, I worked in and ran
laboratories for years, laboratories
that handled pathogenic organisms. I
know the things that need to be done
to uncover exactly what happened at
the Wuhan lab.

It doesn’t make sense to look at the
assertions that China makes and some-
how believe that that is indeed the
case. I don’t think that this is a ran-
dom event. I do believe that there are
links to the Wuhan lab that must have
an independent and thoughtful evalua-
tion of exactly what happened.

We have to force China to allow a
free, objective, and independent eval-
uation of exactly what happened at the
Wuhan Institute of Virology and deter-
mine what role did it play in the ori-
gins of this pandemic. We have to do
that.

I want to ensure the investigation
happens and that we hold Chinese offi-
cials accountable. That is why I intro-
duced The World Deserves to Know
Act, because, indeed, the world de-
serves to know. The World Deserves to
Know Act will sanction key Chinese of-
ficials in their Centers for Disease Con-
trol, in their national health commis-
sion who obfuscated data, the data nec-
essary to determine exactly what hap-
pened; and also, through our intel-
ligence gathering, to identify those in-
dividuals in the Chinese Communist
Party that persecuted scientists, that
persecuted citizen journalists that
sought to divulge the truth about what
happened there. There must be a free,
open, and independent evaluation that
is allowed in order for us to know.
Again, the world deserves to know.

In the meantime, what my bill would
do is also prohibit funding from going
to China from any U.S. institution, our
universities, our colleges, anyplace
that would send money either to the
National Health Commission or any en-
tity associated with the National
Health Commission, like the Wuhan
lab for the research that we have seen
going on there, the gain-of-function re-
search. We have to make sure that that
happens.

I want to make sure, too, that we
identify where dollars have gone from
the U.S., from the National Institutes
of Health or any other governmental
entity or any entity associated with
our Federal Government, State govern-
ments, or local governments that may
have sent money to China for gain-of-
function research. We have to know ex-
actly where the money went, where it
came from, and who was the decision-
maker about how that money got
there. And that needs to go all the way
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up through our bureaucracies not only
at the Federal level, but at the State
level also. Anywhere there is an asso-
ciation, that needs to be known.

I want to make sure, too, that my
bill allows Taiwan observer status in
the World Health Organization to make
sure that they check China’s malign
influence over the organization. Tai-
wan was at the very beginning of mak-
ing sure that this was transparent.

This is not about political games-
manship. This is about getting to the
truth not only for the sake of truth
itself, but to make sure the United
States never suffers another pandemic
like the one we just endured.

I hope that all my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle will join me in hold-
ing China accountable and supporting
and cosponsoring The World Deserves
to Know Act.

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. LAMALFA). He represents Califor-
nia’s First District. He serves on the
Agriculture Committee and the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we talk
a lot about infrastructure around here.
The American people wonder what is
that actually going to mean coming
out here. Well, it really needs to be fo-
cused on things that we are short of,
but would be fixing our highways, fix-
ing our bridges, things like that.

In California, where I come from, the
subject is water. Water storage is des-
perately needed. We have had some
years of drought, but we also have not
added to our water storage in a signifi-
cant way in 40 years. With a growing
population, there is a growing need.

For example, what does that mean to
all Americans, not just Californians?

The food we eat. The top crops in
California that are grown approxi-
mately 99 percent or more in California
are almonds, artichokes, celery, figs,
garlic, raisins, kiwis, honeydew, nec-

tarines, olives, cling peaches, pis-
tachios, plums, sweet rice, and wal-
nuts.

If California is not growing those
items, where do we intend to get those?

O 1915

For almonds especially, California
grows all the domestic production
Americans use and 77 percent of the
global production. We also produce 92
percent of the Nation’s avocados,
grapes, lemons, and mandarins. No avo-
cados? No guacamole.

What are we going to do, import all
this? We have to be producing this stuff
in the State of California.

What does that mean? We need to in-
vest in water infrastructure. We can be
raising Shasta Dam, which is a Federal
project. Eighteen feet yields over
600,000 new acre-feet for these crops.
We could be building Sites Reservoir.
Both of these have been invested in
slightly by the Federal Government
lately. We need to do much more be-
cause we are the leading State in so



H3078

many of the important products that
Americans actually use.
So, we have to talk a lot more about
water storage.
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.
——

HIGHLIGHTING JUNETEENTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS) for
30 minutes.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to once again highlight our newest
Federal holiday, Juneteenth, or Eman-
cipation Day.

For Americans who are not familiar
with this day, it has been celebrated
within the Black community for over
150 years. This was the day when the
message finally reached Black Texans
living in Galveston that slavery was
over and that they were indeed free.

The Emancipation Proclamation was
signed by President Abraham Lincoln
on September 22, 1862. Union General
Gordon Granger arrived with over 2,000
troops to deliver this message to the
former slaves on June 19, 1865, 3 years
later.

The lesson that can be learned from
this special day is twofold. For almost
3 years, Black Texans lived as slaves at
a time when the price had already been
paid for them to live free. As it was
with Juneteenth 1865, it would be the
Republican Party that delivered the
message to my race: You are free.

In America, in the land of freedom,
success is a personal choice. It is not
easy, nor is it guaranteed. But if you
choose to dream, work, sacrifice, and
remain patient, you can, regardless of
your skin color, live your American
Dream.

The remarkable success of the late
1800s all-Black Greenwood community
speaks to the tenacity, pride, innova-
tion, and entrepreneurial spirit of a
race that rose in less than 50 years
from slavery. Its destruction in 1921,
within 12 hours, also highlights the
vulnerability of the American Dream
in the absence of the rule of law. Deep
Greenwood, referred to as ‘‘Little Afri-
ca’ and ‘‘Black Wall Street,” was the
most wealthy and prosperous Black
community in America in the early
1900s.

During the 1820s, several successful
and prominent Black entrepreneurs
were drawn to Oklahoma due to a na-
tionwide economic depression and the
discovery of oil. The local economy
boomed, with Blacks in Tulsa rep-
resenting all professional occupations,
from day laborers, cooks, and shoe
shiners to physicians, schoolteachers,
and entrepreneurs.

Racism and the influence of Jim
Crow laws made it so that Blacks could
work in White areas but could not
spend their money there. This led to
the creation of Deep Greenwood.

With business dollars circulating
only within their own community,
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many Blacks began to buy land and
start their businesses. Black Wall
Street became the center of the town,
featuring restaurants, jewelry stores,
hotels, theaters, places of worship, and
three Black newspapers.

By the way, in the 1960s, when I was
growing up, this describes my seg-
regated community, a community of
entrepreneurs where, across our coun-
try, 50 to 60 percent of Black Ameri-
cans belonged to the middle class.

Over 600 business owners helped
Black Wall Street become influential,
including a funeral parlor, barbershops,
dental and medical offices, schools, li-
braries, a hospital, insurance and loan
companies, airline charter services, a
bus service, international businesses,
and nightclubs.

The Black community was thriving,
and their collective success rivaled
that of Tulsa. But in these times of
racism and deep prejudices, the success
of Black Wall Street created a tinder-
box of tension.

On May 30, 1921, a 17-year-old White
woman accused Dick Rowland, a Black
shoe shiner, of criminally assaulting
her when he accidentally stepped on
her foot. She slapped him, and in re-
sponse, he grabbed her arm to prevent
her from hitting him.

Realizing his self-defense move might
cause problems, he fled the scene. The
next day, he was jailed. The Tulsa
Tribune printed a story announcing
that a ‘‘negro would be lynched to-
night.”

Three hours after the Tulsa Tribune
released the story, hundreds of White
men gathered at the Tulsa courthouse
where Rowland was being held. Many
Blacks who wanted to protect Rowland
from being lynched rushed to the
courthouse to defend him.

False rumors about the incident
caused a struggle between White
protestors and Blacks in front of the
courthouse. Shots rang out, and 12 men
were killed.

As the fighting continued, Tulsa
Whites began an all-out assault on
Deep Greenwood, including dropping
firebombs from the air. Fire engulfed
the entire Black district. Deep Green-
wood burned all day on May 31. At the
end of the attack, Black Wall Street
was no longer standing.

In total, 300 people were murdered; 35
acres of commercial and residential
property were destroyed; 1,400 homes
and businesses were looted and burned;
10,000 people were left homeless; $1.8
million in damage, which in today’s
dollar amounts would be $27 million. It
was estimated the total value lost
would be valued at $200 million in to-
day’s dollars. Over 600 businesses were
destroyed, and as is today, these busi-
nesses were the engine that powered
the self-sufficient middle class.

By the time the police chief asked
the National Guard to help quell the
‘“‘negro uprising,” it was too late. The
city was already destroyed. A grand
jury held him responsible for derelic-
tion of duty. He was removed from of-
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fice, found guilty in the trial, but never
served any time in jail.

I would like to introduce you to some
of the Black leaders in Deep Green-
wood, Oklahoma, the city of million-
aires.

Dr. A.C. Jackson, a physician, tran-
scended the color lines, servicing both
Black and White patients. He was con-
sidered the most skilled Black surgeon
in America, with a net worth of over
$100,000, which, in 2019, would have a
value of over a million dollars. Dr.
Jackson was murdered during the mas-
sacre at age 40.

E.W. Woods was the first principal of
the all-Black Booker T. Washington
High School. Woods set the standard
for high expectations at school.

John Stradford was the owner of a 45-
room luxury hotel in Greenwood, the
largest Black-owned-and-operated
hotel in Oklahoma, and one of the few
Black-owned hotels in the TUnited
States. He was the son of an escaped
slave, and he came to Oklahoma in 1899
and was the wealthiest man on Black
Wall Street.

Simon Berry owned a nickel-a-ride
jitney service, a bus line, a boutique
hotel, and a charter plane service.

John and Loula Williams owned a
1911 luxury Norwalk Touring. This cou-
ple launched multiple venues, a the-
ater, a confectionary, a rooming house,
and a garage.

Buck Colbert Franklin, an attorney
in Deep Greenwood, was known for de-
fending the survivors of the Greenwood
massacre. He was the father of civil
rights advocate and historian John
Hope Franklin.

These successful Black leaders all
faced the darkness of the 1921 mas-
sacre.

John Stradford’s hotel laid in ruins
after the burning of Deep Greenwood
and was never rebuilt. Stradford was
indicted for inciting a riot and fled
Greenwood.

The Mt. Zion Baptist Church was just
40 days old and was destroyed. The cost
to rebuild and furnish was $135,000.

During the riot, homes were looted
and burned, and thousands of Black
people were left homeless.

There were 88 indictments served
against Blacks and Whites alike, but
all charges were either dismissed or ig-
nored.

The KKK used the massacre as a re-
cruiting tool, stating that ‘‘the riot
was the best thing that ever happened
to Tulsa” and sold postcards in Tulsa’s
downtown streets to raise money.

Republican Representative Dyer from
Missouri introduced a Federal
antilynching bill, the Dyer Anti-
Lynching Bill. Democrats in the Sen-
ate delayed the bill and eventually
killed it. Between 1882 and 1968, nearly
200 antilynching bills were introduced
in Congress, and seven U.S. Presidents
between 1890 and 1952 also asked Con-
gress to pass a Federal antilynching
law. All efforts failed to pass due to the
stalling tactics by the Democratic Con-
gress and Senate.
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